
A year after joining Château Canon and Château Rauzan-Ségla, the two Bordeaux châteaux owned by 
CHANEL, winemaker, Nicolas Audebert (40 years) was appointed their general manager on August 1st 2015. 
He succeeds John Kolasa.

Born in Provence, France, in 1975 and the son of an admiral, Nicolas Audebert has spent much of his life 
abroad. Agronomist and oenologist, he started his career at Moët & Chandon and Veuve Cliquot Ponsardin. 
He then went on to join Krug, where his responsibilities included the vinification of the “Clos du Mesnil” 
cuvée de prestige. Nicolas Audebert left France for Argentina in 2006, joining Bodegas Chandon, a Moët 
Hennessy subsidiary (LVMH Group), where he was responsible for vinification and business development at 
Terrazas de los Andes for almost ten years. During this time, he was responsible for the production of Cheval 
des Andes, an Argentine Grand Cru, working in collaboration with Pierre Lurton, the winemaker at the helm 
of Château Cheval Blanc in Saint-Emilion and Château d’Yquem.

Nicolas Audebert moved to Bordeaux from Mendoza last summer. By coming back across the Atlantic, he 
has taken an unusual path for a winemaker: “The Malbec arrived in Mendoza from Bordeaux 150 years ago.
I am making the same journey, but in the opposite direction, it’s a bit like a homecoming for me.”

With Château Canon in Saint-Emilion and Château Rauzan-Ségla in Margaux, he is working for two historic 
properties, both of which have been restored to their former glory within the last twenty years. In 1994, 
CHANEL acquired Rauzan-Ségla, Grand Cru Classé in 1855, and in 1996, it acquired Château Canon,  
Saint- Emilion 1er Grand Cru Classé, heralding the dawn of a new era for both these châteaux. It took 20 years 
of patience, with the renovation of the wineries and the châteaux and the restructuring of the vineyards, to 
revive these Bordeaux legends.

Today, these two great Bordeaux châteaux, boasting terroir of indisputable quality, are undergoing another 
transformation driven by excellence and quality. “I am delighted to be embarking on a new adventure, I am 
putting all my energy and expertise at the disposal of these two great châteaux and their constant pursuit of 
precision.” says Nicolas Audebert.
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